ADOPTED – JULY 28, 2026

AGENDA ITEM NO. 40

Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF THE CHILD AND PARENT LEGAL REPRESENTATION GRANT AMENDMENT FROM THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

RESOLUTION #26 – 372

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) provides funds to improve the quality of legal representation for children and adults who have had neglect and abuse actions files with the Juvenile Division of the Circuit Court; and

WHEREAS, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Circuit Court had awarded the Juvenile Division an allocation of $139,262 through the Child and Parent Legal Representation (CPLR) Grant for Fiscal Year 2026 and the acceptance of those funds were approved by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners in Resolution #25-509; and

WHEREAS, the Juvenile Division is expected to exceed the initial allocation before the end of the fiscal year, therefore, MDHHS has agreed to amend the CPLR grant to provide an additional $45,000 to continue funding the grant through September 30, 2026; and

WHEREAS, the amended funds from the grant will be used to reimburse attorneys and Lawyers Guardian Ad Litem for training; and

WHEREAS, the amended funds from the grant will also be used to pay annually for the Lawyers Guardian Ad Litem to have access to web based legal research and court rules; and

WHEREAS, the amended funds from the grant will also be used to compensate court appointed attorneys to represent parents and children in vertical and collateral cases in order to create early permanency for the child; and

WHEREAS, funds from the grant will also be used for recruitment of new attorneys through a Mentorship Program; and
WHEREAS, the amended funds from the grant will also be used to increase the reimbursement rate for Team Decision Meetings and encourage participation in Foster Care Review Board proceedings by providing financial compensation.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the acceptance of additional Child and Parent Legal Representation (CPLR) grant funds in the amount of $45,000, amending the total grant awarded to the amount of $184,262 from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services consistent with this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is directed to make the necessary adjustments to the 2026 Circuit Court Juvenile Division budget.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Circuit Court Juvenile Division is authorized to pay invoices submitted to the Court as a result of the additional grant funding.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is authorized to sign any necessary documents related to the grant, or a grant amendment, on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Polsdofer, Willis, Peña, Cahill, Lawrence, Johnson

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Trubac, Schafer     Approved  07/16/26

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Pratt, Maiville

          Nays:  None    Absent:  None     Approved  07/22/26

